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As we entered the Bekaa Valley at the start of my most recent 
trip to Lebanon, I felt an overwhelming sense of how, two years 
since my first visit, and almost six years since the start of the 
Syrian conflict, somehow nothing has changed. We passed row 
after row of tents whose inhabitants probably anticipated a stay 
of a month or two until they could go home to Syria again with 
their families; as we talked with partners I heard again the         
familiar stories of families still struggling to meet their basic 
needs, to access medical care, to survive.  
If there has been any change at all, it seems that things have 
got worse, as resources and opportunities continue to diminish, 
and children who have been through unimaginably difficult ex-
periences still struggle to access the support they need. More 
than half of all Syrian refugee children in Lebanon are still out 
of school, and child labour is rapidly increasing, with children as 
young as six years old working. The situation inside Syria 
makes peace seem ever more elusive. 

And yet, at the same time, if I look at the situation from another 
angle, I become aware of other changes that have happened 
gradually, unnoticed. On that first trip to Lebanon back in 2014 
when I spent time talking with our local partners, only one or 
two had projects focusing specifically on the needs of children, 
although many of them recognised the serious needs they faced.   

LSESD’s community development and relief arm MERATH now 
partners with churches and organisations to deliver eight differ-
ent non-formal education projects reaching 1,000 children who 
would  otherwise be missing out on school in different parts of 
Lebanon.  On a  visit to  one of  these  projects on this trip it was   
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The Middle East is a region rich in human and 
natural resources, yet it faces enormous   
challenges in the modern era. The word 
merath means inheritance in Arabic.  The       
biblical understanding of this word teaches 
us that inheritance is a sign of Sonship and 
blessing, but also great responsibility.  The 
purpose of MERATH, as the community          
development and relief arm of LSESD, is to 
empower communities in the Middle East to 
reach their full potential as sons and daugh-
ters of God. This means aspiring to the bless-
ing of a life free from poverty and oppres-
sion, while also working together to steward 
resources in order to create a more equal 
and just society. MERATH strives to achieve 
these goals by equipping community-based 
organizations to respond to the needs of the 
most vulnerable in their midst. We believe 
that together, we can revive and thrive! 
 

LSESD pursues a mission to serve the Church in Lebanon and the Arab World through                                     
spiritual, social and educational development.    
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amazing to see the impact in the lives of these children 
and to hear what they shared about how things are dif-
ferent since they have been part of the school. Many 
children spoke about new things they have learnt, and 
friends they have made.   

The education project has also had a deeper impact on 
children’s wellbeing and how they cope with life, since it 
gives them a chance to be with other children in a safe 
place, and with supportive adults they can trust. One 
seven-year-old boy said that a change in his behaviour 
was the biggest change for him, “Before I used to behave 
badly at home and now I don’t – I used to beat my         
sisters but now I don’t.”   

We have also seen change happen as we have been walk-
ing alongside these churches and organisations to pro-
vide child protection training and support. It has been 
immensely encouraging to support the work of Tahaddi, 
an organisation providing education and medical care in 
one of the poorest and most underserved communities in 
Beirut, which includes many Syrian families. In my         
initial visit to Tahaddi in 2014, one staff member told 
me that because of the lack of social protection systems 
and support in Lebanon, ‘We feel like we’re at the edge 
of a cliff and we could fall any time.’ Every day                     

Tahaddi’s staff are confronted by very difficult situations 
among the families they work with, which often would 
be much easier to ignore. And yet they take each case 
seriously and look for ways to provide support and take 
action, and we have learnt a lot through working along-
side them to develop child protection policies and proce-
dures which take into account the realities they are 
dealing with and show how they can do their best to re-
spond in these really difficult situations.  

Inside Syria too, we now partner with three church-
based teams running ‘child friendly spaces’ for children 
in conflict-affected areas. While the situation has wors-
ened around them, these teams of young people have 
made the decision to stay – providing a safe place for 
children to play and learn, committed to being the peo-
ple these children can trust and turn to for support. We 
spent three days with these teams this month, and it 
was so encouraging to hear their stories of how chil-
dren’s lives are changing; children who would not speak 
or smile beginning to engage and play again, children 
who have lost parents or other family members having 
someone to listen to them. 

One of the Syrian child friendly space leaders said, "I 
wish that the children we're working with will be in a 
better place and the war will end. I hope that the love 
and care we invest in these children will be like a seed 
and it will grow with them so that there will be some-
thing better for the whole world."  

When we hear the news from Syria today it’s easy to 
think that nothing has changed – and undoubtedly, the 
need to pray, act, give and work for peace and an end to 
this conflict is very real. And yet, I feel privileged to 
have the chance to work alongside LSESD and these 
local partners who are bringing change and being a 
change in the lives of some of Syria’s most vulnerable 
children, and who to me are a sign of the kingdom of God 
coming in the most impossible of circumstances.  

Kezia M’Clelland works with Viva 
& is Child Protection Consultant for MERATH,                                    

LSESD’s Community Development and Relief arm  

“Has anything changed?!”  Continued from page 1 

LSESD  - Training workshop for the staff of the                                      
Child Friendly Spaces in Syria 
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In a small UNHCR shelter in the middle of 
town, Lina and her 5 children are smiling 
and happy as we enter their home.  Lina is 
42 years old and a single mother of 5.  She 
lives with her sister who also has two chil-
dren, one of which is the young boy          
receiving the milk and diapers assistance 
program run by LSESD’s community devel-
opment and relief arm, MERATH.  Her five 
children are a pair of twins at 16, then 12, 
9, 5.   With sitting pads in their front room 
and two stoves they show a very simple 
existence of a family working to survive 
month to month.  Lina is one of many 
refugee women-headed households in 
Lebanon struggling to earn income and 
keep her children fed from day to day.   

The fighting started in Syria in 2011 and in 
2012 Lina fled to an Aleppo suburb from 
her home town just north of the city. She 
stayed there for two months and then 
fled the country to northern Lebanon with 
her family.  She stayed there for two years 
but an abusive relationship at home drove 
her to leave her husband and join her 
mother and sister and their kids.  Soon 
after she finally found her own place to 

rent for her children and has been living 
there for two months.  She has been for-
tunate to find employment as a house 
keeper up to last month when she had an 
injury on the job and couldn’t work for 
the time being.  When she had the job she 
was able to make $330 USD per month to 
help support her kids.  $100 went towards 
rent per month and the rest goes to food, 
clothing, utilities and she still has to use 
some forms of credit on a monthly basis.  
She is embarrassed because her children 
wear the same clothes from week to 
week and only have one set of clothes.  
With the loss of the job she is thankful for 
the provision of the two programs that 
MERATH is implementing in partnership 
with the local church in the area — the 
Food Box Distribution and the Milk and 
Diapers program for her sister’s children.  
With this assistance she will have con-
sistent food but will likely have to take on 
debt to cover other household expenses. 

Before she fled from Syria life was very 
good.  She lived with her husband and 
their kids and they were all safe.  They 
had a cherry orchard of 350 trees and 

only worked in harvest times to pick and 
prepare the cherries.  They enjoyed their 
life as farmers and lived in peace.  She 
loved her life in Syria but wouldn’t go 
back since all her family has fled the coun-
try because of the war.  

Lina is very thankful for the assistance 
from the church.  The food box includes 
sugar, oil, beans, hummus and other 
items.  Lina says, “Thank Jesus.  Give to 
us. Please do not forget us”.  The milk and 
diapers program is very needed and Lina 
is so thankful that it provides for her          
sister’s son who lives with her.  Her sister 
adds to the support from her own earn-
ings every month to try and provide            
diapers as much as she can as well.  
Through the support she has received, her 
family will hope to make it through until 
she can find work again.  Lina has hope 
for the future and looks forward to a day 
when her children can live like other            
children and be fully provided for.  Lina 
says, “I want life to be 100% different 
from the life I live right now.”  

 

A glimpse into the lives of the families we serve 
Through Monthly Food Aid & 

 the Milk and Diapers Programs  

The Middle East Bible Outreach [MEBO] is a 501 c 3  corporation that coordinates strategic fundraising efforts among US 
friends to generate awareness and much needed financial gifts and prayers to support the work of LSESD. MEBO’s mailing 
address:  4780 Ashford Dunwoody Road, Suite A 540 PMB 472, Atlanta, GA 30338-5504  

http://www.Lsesd.org
http://www.mebo.org
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